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he he therefore. Wiſe as Serpents, 
and Harmleſs as Doves. . | 
UR Blefſed Lord JESUS, as we have 
an Account in this Chapter, ſending forth 
his Twelve Apoſtles, gave them ſuitable 
laſtructions for their Conduct and Ma- 
— nagement: Iaſtructions that are applica-" 
ble, and defign'd ro be of Uſe, to his fincete Followers, 
whether Miniſters or People in all Ages. 


The Words before us, contain a piecè of Advite, that 
can be unſuitable to none, and is never out of ſeaſon; 
It was occafion'd by dur Lord's telling his Diſciples, 
That He ſent them forth as Sheep in the midſt of Wolves; 
and therefore He would have them be wiſe and harmleſs, 
or innocent: But for as much as this has been the com- 
mon Caſe of their Succefſors in the Sacred Miniſtry 
from one Age to another; and in a meaſure the Caſe of 
Serious Chtiſtians too, who have follow'd them in 
Faith and Patience, and an holy Converſation; both 
the One and the Other, ought to reckon themſelves as 
much concern d in this Advice, as if they had been the 
Perſons to whom it was particularly addreſs'd. And 
as it little becomes us, that are Miniſters, to endea- 
vour to exempt ourſelves from any Duties which we 
urge with freedom on the People whom we Miniſter 
to, ſo neither can this Advice of being wiſe and harm- 
leſs, reaſonably be ſuppos d to come with ever the leſs 
force upon us, for ſuiting our People joyntly with us? 
All are here concern d; tho' none more than Miniſters, 
Who in this as well as other Matters ought to be Exam- 
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ples to their Flocks. 


I move therefore that our Thoughts may faſten upon 
Three Things, which here offer themſelyes to our Con- 
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ſiderarion, © © 
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I. Let us take particular notice what our Lord recom< 
mends to our Thoughts, Eſteem and Practiſe. 


II. Let us obſerve the Way He takes to inſinuate his 
Advice, and impreſs it with the more advantage. 


III. Let us mind the Connexion fir d between the 
Things recommended; which ate cloſely joyn d ge- 
ther, and ſhould never be e aſunder. | 


I. Ler us begin with 60 Remarks upon 4 W: "dom 
and Harmleſineſs, or Innocence here recommended. They 
are Things ſo. excellent, chat a due regard to our own 
Peace, U Ukefalnef: ſs, or Safery, or to the © Greg 
1j Profetiion, or to the approving ourſelves to our Com- 
mon LORD, _— an — to ftir! us uP ne to 


endeavour after tbee. 77 45 


Eccleſ. ii. The firſt Thins e recommended is i FAD which in * 


13. lomon s account, excelleth. Folly, as far as Li he excelleth- 
Darkneſs. *Tis a 2 valuable, needful, and uſeful Or- 
nament to us, 48 Men or LI Chriſtians: And to none. 
more ſo, than Mizſters, "Tis often recommended both 
in, the G. ld Teſt eftament and in the New. We are told, That 

Prov. iii, Happy # the Man that findeth I iſclom: And, that, the Mie 
Max. 5 Eyes are in his Head, while 5 Fool walketh, in Dark. 

Ecclef ii. neſs. We are bid ro be Wiſe unto that which % Goed tho. 

14. Simple concerning Evil. We are to be Wiſe. 1755 Finn 

Rom. xvi. Truth from ning Ev Duty from Sin, 11 rom Tr 


"9. drances, and. Friends from Enemies, agreeably.. 
1 Cor. * ſhould be Men in Underſtanding, tho' Children i in Ma- 
xiv. 20, lice. Miſdem, is what we. ſhould all aſpire aſter, un- 


<= a conviction ot! its Excellence. Tis what we ſhould. 


Means. We ſhould aim at a ſolid Know mode f 4 ogy 
Spiritual, eſpecially. ſuch as relate to ice, We 


ſhould-ftrive. to act as Perſons that duly, d king viſh be- 


tween Things and Things, and berween; Hen and, 


Seaſons, and that are careful to manage and ſecure our 


main Intereſt to the beſt Advantage. - Bur: Page Ape | 
is ne- 


ceffary to their carrying it rightly between G ON. and 


more need than Miniſters to excell in Wiſdom. 
Men 
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Innocence of the Dove, 


* 


Men; ſo as to Honour Him, and be truly Beneficial to 
them. is neceflary in the diſcharge of their ſeveral 
Offices, that they may be apt to ſerve their proper Ends. 
Wichour it, there's no room to expect they thould either 
be ſo uſeful as they were deſign d to be to the Houſhold of 
Faith, or able to guard againſt the Enemies of their Fun- 
ction; no likelihood of their keeping ſacred Things from 


Contempt, or carrying it becomingly either towards thoſe 


that are Strangers to Religion, or that differ from each 


other in their Religious Sentiments and Ulages. We 
of all People are in Duty bound to take care to Mali 
circumſpettly, not 4 Fools, but as IViſe. And to walk in 
Wiſdom towards them that are without, that with well. doing 


Epheſ v. 


Sf 


Col. iv. 5. 


1 Pet. ii. 


we may put to ſilence the Ignorance of Fooliſh Men : That 15. and 


whereas they ſpeak, evil of us, as of Evil:deers; they may be Ch. iii. 16, 


12 that falſely accuſe our good Converſation in Chriſt, 
here is no Caſe, Circumſtance, or Exigence, no part 


of our Duty, Work, or Office, no part of our Lives, 


no Seaſon we Ein be in, in which Miſdom is nor requi- 
ſite: And therefore ir becomes us to Study ir all our 
Days; and the more we improve in it, the greater will 
be our Happineſs, Security, and Comfort. | 
The Second Thing recommended is Harmleſineſs or In- 
nocence. The Word nee which we tranſlate harm- 
leſs, ſignifies ſimple, pure, unmix d, untainted, inoffen- 
five, or ſincere. Ir intimates Purity, and 1 
Mildneſs and Wrathleſneſs. One Copy has the Wor 


& g,, , which is much of the ſame import, and ½ Nov. 


fignifies imple and inoffenſive. The full Senſe can hard, Teſt. Gr. 
Iy be expreſs'd by one ſingle word in our Language. Joannis 
That of Innocence comes neareſt it; and it is agreed. by Milli. 


all, that that is of great Ule, and an unſpeakable Ornat S TP 


ment. We are not however by Innocence to underſtand 

a Purity that is alrogether unſpotted, which is not to be 

attain'd- in the Caſe of laps'd Creatures; bur a free- 

dem from any cheriſh'd. Guilz and Impuriry,, wizhoas 

Which Chriſtianity proves inlignideant; and cannot an- 
I 


Iwer its End. We are to be fimple and plain-hearted, 


and withqut folds or guile. We ſhould follow aſter uni- 
verſal Holineſs, and that with all our might; knowing 
That the more we advance in it, the more like we be- 
me to G OD, the more Credit we ſhall bring to 

mM g Religion, 
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Religion, — 75 * nearer 5 we may hope 
ro make to Perfection. Theſe are Things in which 
our Lord JESUS would have all his Followers 
(and eſpecially his Miniſters) to be careful to excell; 
never fixing themſelves ſtrait and narrow Limits, or 
fancying themſelves arriv'd at ſuch a Pitch as to be paſt 
Improvements. 


II. Let us farther obſerve rhe Way our Lord rakes to in- 
ſinuate his Advice, and impreſs it with the more Advan- 
rage. He takes the Emblemarical Way herein to give us 
Inftruction, which has been much us d by the Beſt Ma- 
ſters. He does not barely recommend Prudence and In- 
nocence, but bids us be Wiſe a Serpents, and Harmleſs 
| as Doves, An Illuſtration is drawn from inferior Crea- 
tures, to whom we are often in the Sacred Scriptures 
referr'd for Inſtruction. We are all in common, eſpe- 
cially if we are apt to give way to Sloth, ſent to that 

A vi. little contemptible Creature the Aut, to learn Dili gence 
and Providence: And Iſrael! of old was ſent to the dull 
If 3 1-3- Ox, and ſtupid 47, to learn Gratitude to their Great 
Benefactor. And ar another time, the ſame People 
were bid to learn to be obſervant of Times and Sea- 
er. viii. ſons, of the Stork, the Turtle, the Crane and the Swallow, 
'h who, tis ſaid, obſ*rve the time of their coming. After the 
fame manner, we are here bid to learn J/iſdom and Inno- 
cence Or Harmleſtneſs, of Serpents and Doves. I conceive 
therefore 1 it may be worth our while 0 Conſider, 
s Dog, The Standard that is fixd; or the Creatures of 
ES! 3 we are to learn the Things recommended. And, 


* dae Tbe Conformity that is requir d to that Standard; 
277 wherein, and how far we are in the Things that are 
miention'd, to receive Inſtruction from them. And, 


1.) E bank? with the Scatsdgld that is here fix d; or 
v Erearufes of whom we are to learn the Things re- 
commended. Serpents and Hoves are propos'd for our 
Model: They are to be our Teachers. The one is 
fix'd"as the Standard of Wiſlom and Sagacity, and the 
dieler of Fami ſineſi and Innocence. By propoſing them 
fot © Vir Inſtruetors' our Lord JESUS rakes thar for 

granted, 


2 Oe nn woo 2 2 


Innocence of the Dove. 2 


ranted, which is own'd by all Naturaliſts, and is a 
pam of common Obſervarion ; vix. That theſe Crea - 
tures are peculiarly. e and eminent * theſe 
Accounts. And, 


1. As for Serpents, ** have ever been reckon'd 

eminent for Sagacity. Twas the peculiar Subtlety 
of this Creature, that Was the grand Reaſon of the 

Devil's aſſuming its ſhape in order to the deceiv- Gen. iii. 
ing and ruining our firſt, Parents. The Serpent, it is 1. 
obſery'd, was mere ſubtle, or | cunning, and crafty, wiſe 

and ſagacious, than any Beaſt of the Field. The LXX 
Interpreters in that Place makes uſe of the Word 
ohe, which is the very ſame we meer with in the 
Text. This remark of Scripture is confirm'd by Natu- 
raliſts, who have taken great netice of the Serpent's 
Subtlety, and recorded a great many Obſervations con- 
cerning it. Creatures of this Sort were common in Bo- 
the Countries that border d upon Paleſtine... They were charti 
often mer with in the Deſarts of Arabia, and in Africa, Hiero- 
tho not in theſe Parts of the World. However, the zoic. Lib. 
Inſtruction drawn from them is the ſame, and ought to I. Cap. iv. 
have the ſame force upon us, as if we were daily con- 

verſant with them. 


2. The other Sort of Creatures proposd to us is that 
of Deves or Pigeons, whom we may behold every Day. 
Thar we might not imagine our Lord recommended a 
fraudulent kraft He adds, Harmleſs as Doves. Theſe 
Greatures have by many been ſuppos'd to he without = 
Gall; Bur erroneouſly, ſays, the truly Honourable Mr. 

Boyle, who, was a very curious Obſerver of the Works 
of Nature. However, all agree, Thar as among 
Beaſts, none are more innocent than Sheep ; ſo among 
Birds, none are more innocent than Doves ; and they 
upon that Account are the fitter to be an Inſtructive 


Emblem, when Innocence is recommended Joyntly 


with Prudence. And then, 3 

(2.) As to the Conformity char i is requit'd | to \ the Stan- 
dard fix d; it is proper for us to obſerve, both how far 
ir is to go, and where it is to ſtop, 
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0 Ler us Confider how far the Conformity in this 

Caſe ſhould go. Several of the Primitive Chriltian Fa- 

St. Ba- thers * mention a variety of Particulars, in which we 

. Theodo- ſhould imitate Serpents in Miſdom. I Will rake notice of 

rer, and ſame, of the chief of them, © 

others. [mRLrFFT TORT LL ITS. 

1. Serpent s are ſo Wife, chat 'when they are expos'd 

to Danger, rhey ſtill ſecure the Main, and fave their 

Head, which is the Sear of thelt Life, and either hide 

it in the Earth, or cover it wich the wreathed Circles 

of their Bodies, which they rather offer in any part, to 

the Blows of ſuch as purſue rhitm, than ſuffet their 

Heads to receive any dammage: And fo ſaving thelr 

Heads, rho' they may be ſorely wounded, and have 

gaſh upon gaſh, they are yer eafily cemented and heal .d 

again. This Way of theirs may and ſhould teach us 

the laudable Prudence of taking Care under Aſfults 

to make ſore of che Main, and whatever we may be 

Call'd to Toſe or to ſuffer, and be expos'd to, as to out 
Bodies, or Goods, or Name and Re utatlon, ſtill to 

ſecure our Chief Intereſt, and keep a good Confci- 
"ence; which being preferv'd, all other Colle We can 


, 8 


may be eaſily made up again. Or we may take it thus: 

As Serpents are ſo Wiſe as ſtill ro ſecure, their Head, 

and keep joyn'd ro that, ſo alſo whatever we ſuffer 

for adhering to our Religious Principles. we. ſhould take 

Eph- iv. care to adhere to our Head, which * CHRIST; From 
' whom the whole Boch fitly fojn'd together, and com pacted, 
according 1d the effectual working in the meaſure, of ever 
| Parr, maketh ct: 6 of the Boch, unto the edifying Y elf 
Wl Being once united unto Him by Faith, we ſhould rake 
1 heed of rich ſeparated. Nay, being joyn'd to Him 
1 in a Bon r de Tnailtbloble; ir cod not be prie- 
vous to us for his Sake to loſe what the World reckons 

moſt valuable, and to expoſe our Bodies; and pour 

forth our Blood when we att clearly call'd to it. We 

Phil. iii. ſhould ſtick at nothing, provided we may but be found 
2: zin CHRIST, not 25 our own Righteonſugſe which 
1 of the Lan ut that which 1s of the Faith of CHRIST. 
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Conſtantly thus adhering to. Him by Faith, He that 
is our Head will heal all our Wounds, even that of 
Neath among the reſt, and make us 4 ro be One, that 
4 A 7 po wg ö . 6. 
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fuſtain, may be born without Difficulty, becaufe they 


* 3 82 e * bene 
bp Ig . 
3 * 
28 20 ge 


1 


. * 
* 4. 


ko 
% 


d N. 2 


neee nee DOES $99 + 7 Py ide 


6 


ws. A... . ˙ m ⅛ ñ h 61 


av Ce un Y 


3 Þ 


ricements.of Charmgrs,, Devid obleryes 
90 bearken to the Voice of ſuch, tho they charm neuer ſo 5. 
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e in the Father, and, the Father i Him, fo we Ten wei 


2, The Serpent. gathers. together the Poyſon of his 


. 
7 


whole Body into his Throat, and prudently by. a na- 


-. 


rural Inftin& endeavours to keep it there, that when 
there is occaſion for it, he may have it ready for Self- 
defence: And yer he does not forcibly or openly 
avenge. bimſelf of his Enemies, but ſecretly, as an 
portunity offers. So we Chriſtia s ought to have the 
Word Truth always in readineſs, that we may pour 
it forth upon the Enemies of Truth, as à ſort of Saluta - 
ry, Poyſon, Which ſeizing the Heart of Man, makes 
him to dye ſavingly, Wa to himſelf; and to this World. 
Bur this is not to be done in a violent or clamorous 
way, bur in the moſt proper Seaſon ; when it may be 


molt likely effectually to anſwer the End deſigu d. 
a 3. Serpents are remarkably diligent to avoid che Ins 
e 


. They ſhut their Ears that they may not be drawn 
out of their ſafe Caverns, and fo expos d. In like man- 
ner it becomes Chriſtians, and none more than Mini- 
ſters, to ſhur_ their Ears to all the: vain. Fables of the 
wiſe Men of this World; to all the perverſe Perſuaſi- 
ons.of Men of ill, Principles and, Deñigns; to all the de- 
ceitful Promiſes of this World, and all the Applauſes of 
ſoothing Flatterers and menaces of their inſulting Taue- 
mies, thar no Perſuaſions, Promiſes or Threatnings may 
be able to draw them off from the Faith, and the Do- 
Qrine of the Truth when they have once acknowledg d- 
it; or, from thoſe Religious Principles and Practiſes 


whichſthey have fallen in with upon good. Grounds, and: 


which they have found & O D has ownd them in, by 
affording them his Preſence and Bleſſing, . Again, 


4. When the Serpent. would g t rid of his old Skin 
he winds himſelf thro' ſtrait and, narrow Paſſages, in; 


averns and Trees, and ſo drawing off. bis Coat from. 


Head to Tail; he lays, down. his Ofd-age; and as it 
were, renews. himſelf 


Serious 


— 6 
",, - * r 


rves, that they will pal. tvii. 


. . 0 1 . mal. 
e again, This is objery'd by Ari. L. VIII. 
flotk.,*, and many others after him. Inzlike manner, C. xvii, 
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"The: Wiſtom 57 the Serpent, — 


— Chriſtians ſhould put off the Old Adam, 


— ANN on the New Man, and ſo be renew'd in the Spirit 


of their Minds, and that more and more; and not on- 
ly enter at the ſtrait Gate of the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, bur be 9 chang d ine the Divine Likeneſs. 
The Kerpen, being ſenſible what! an erb Man- 
kind: and other Creatures have to him, prudently 
ereeps out of the way and hides himſelf, and does not 
faſhly expoſe himſelf to Datger, by being forward'ro 
provoke and fight. So neither ſhould the Servants of 
CHRIST affect to expoſe themſelves needleſſy; or any 
further than Faithfulneſs in their Duty obliges them. 
If others out of III- will and Contempt, will ſeparate 
themſelves from them, they ſhould be content to keep 
by themſelves; being thankful if under any Diſadvan- 
tages that attend them, they can but have the Preſence of 
their GOD, and the Peace of their Conſciences. They 
ſnduld not run into Dangers needleſly, bur avoid the 


Anſults of their Enemies, as far as they can without ex- 


5 SES ws 


AHerein ro imirare / them, can be none of our 
Mie x. Our Lord JES Us gave no ſuch Direction. He or- 


** 


poſing Religion: Nor ſhould: they throw away their 
Lives or their Liberty, if bf are able to preſerve 
cem without Sin. Wo 


„ 


Some among ihe primitive Chridians! appear to have” 


bis utter Strangers, it muſt be confeſs'd, to this fort 
of Management. Often would they with great Bold- 


neſs appear before rhe Civil Tribunals, and own them- 
ſelves the Followers of a Crucify'd JESUS, when ir 


was preſent Death to make ſuch an Acknowledgment. 
And many threw: their Lives away, like Perſons that 
were weary of them, when they bad none that gave 
any Informations ' againſt them; and they might eaſily 
have been ſafe; if they had but kept filence. But I 
muſt freely own, that more of the Wiſdim of the Ser- 
pent, would not have been any Diſcredit to them or 
their Religion, in my Apprehenſion: And yet I, que- 


ſtion not but an Infinitely Wiſe GOD did often over- 


wle their tod forward Zeal ro ſome good r 


derd his Diſciples when they were perſecuted in one 


Oiey, to flee 10 another. Had all done like a we E 
£3. e L O1 & 


urye. 


thoſe mention d above, is — by at 
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thoſe Primitive Zealots, Chriſtianity had been ſoon ex- 
rirpated. Tis abundantly ſufficient, if they that are 
devoted to the Service of CHRIST, be bur ready to 
ſnew their Fidelity, by patiently enduring what they 
are call'd ro ſuffer for his Name's ſake. Ir is no more 
our Duty needleſly to expoſe ourſelves to ſuffering, than 
it is eonſiſtent with our Duty to endeavour to avoid it, 
when we cannot wave it without being Unfaithful. 
In this reſpect we are allow'd, nay, requir'd, to learn 
Miſdom of Serpents, They don't uſe to run into Dan- 
ger when they can fairly avoid it: No more ſhould 
we. We ſhould endeavour to imitate them in Warineſs 
and Fore- ſight, in order to Self-preſervation, while 


plain Duty does not call us forth to Action. We ſnould 


carry it inoffenſively and cautelouſly, keeping ourſelves 
out of Danger by all Lawful Means; endeavouring to 


give no Advantage againſt ourſelves, to ſuch as wait for 


it, and would be forward to improve it. We ſhouldnor 


needleſly provoke Dangers; but avoid Violence by all 


the Arts of Prudence and Innocence. | 


And finally; The Serpent defends himſelf by Art; 


rather than Strength ; and ſo ſhould we. We ſhould 
watch for Advantages that offer in order to Self. defence, 
or the wiping off Aſperſions that are unjuſtly caſt upon 
us, or the recovering Rights of which we are depriv'd, 
or ſecuring our ſelves from the Malice of ſuch as are 
ſer againſt us, for the future; and as far as may be, 
we ſhould improve them: This, inſtead of being juſtly 
blameable, would be real Viſdom. 


It may perhaps be objected, Thar it is not a Thing 
ſuppoſable, that all ſhould be Wiſe. We are fo, if 
G OD makes us ſo, and nor otherwiſe: Prudence is a 
Gift of GOD, nor beſtow'd on all alike : Bur ir de- 
— much upon Natural Capacity, Obſervation, and 
iXperience, which are Things in which ſeveral Perſons 
widely differ. It hath therefore ſurpriz d ſome, that 
the Admonition in the Text ſhould be ſo general; and 


been a Temptation to them to queſtion, Whether or no 


it is a Command * 2 Bur as far as I can judge, without gee He, 
any great occaſion. For Prudence in ſuch Things as Hammond, 
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cumſtances, 
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cumſtances, that not to endeavour after it, is really 
Criminal, and what GOD is juſtly diſpleas d with. 
Tho! it is not to be expected, that all ſhould reach it a- 
Jam : like, yet all ſhould, as St. James directs, ask it of God, who 
„ giveth liberally and upbraideth not: All are in Duty bound 
diligently ro uſe proper Means in order to the reaching 
it; Which ſufficiently juſtifies the making the Exhor- 
_ in the Text, to be Miſe as Serpents, generally ex- 

tenſive. 


I go on then, to Conſider the other Branch, that we 

1 may ſee how far we are to learn Harmleſineſs of Doves, It 
De Cffi- is an Obſervation of Cicero , That there are mam, that 
Ciis, Lib. admiring Subtle and Crafty Men, take Malice to be Wif- 
II. dom. Our Lord JESUS therefore ſeparating the Vi 
dom that He recommends from all Fraud and Guile, 

joyns to it Innocence or Simplicity, as a very fit Com- 

panion. He bids us be Harmleſs as Deves. The origi- 

See Dr. nal Word x is deriv'd from the Word xe, e, 
Hammond. which ſignifies to butt or ſtrike, or wound with the 
Horns: And it has the ſignification of ſimple, and mild- 

ly diſpos d, not butting or uſing Horns. And this 

agrees ro the Dove, which is a Creature that hurts no 

Body. Tis naturally White, and its Diſpoſition is a 

lively Emblem of Simplicity. It neither Deceives nor 

lays Snares for any; it oppoſes no One, and does not ſo 

much as purſue thoſe who are injurious, and take away 

its Voung Ones. Its Strength wholly lies in the ſwift- 

neſs of its Wings, by which it eſcapes the Fury of 

Kites, and other Voracious Birds: If any thing hap- 

pens that is grievous to it, it neither ſharpens its Bill, 

nor puts forth its Claws to hurt; but with a ſorrow- 

ful groaning and murmur it fignifies its Grief, and 

bears with Patience what it cannot help. And this al- 


; ſo ſhould be the Diſpoſition of Serious Chriftians, and 


eſpecially of Goſpel Miniſters; who in their purſuir of 

the moft prudential Methods they can uſe in the dif- 

charge of their Duty, ought always carefully ro keep 

their Integrity, and maintain their Innocence. They 

mould do nothing deceitfully. They ought not to che- 

riſn a defire of Revenge. If ſuch Voracious Creatures 

| as Kites and Hawks lay Snares for them, they ſhould 
take the Wing of Prayer, and fly tg their GOD, and, 


on 
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beg of Him, as David, That He would ſav: them from pſal. vii. 
All them that perſecute them, and deliver them. If they are 1. 
injuriouſly dealt with, without rendring Evil for Evil, or 5 
Railing for Railing, they ſhould commit themſelves and ! Pet. iii. 
e Cauſe to Him that judgeth Rightecuſly. If they are 9- and ii. 
Toughr into threatning Circumſtances, without artemp- 23: 
ting to fill the World with Lamentations and Complaints, 
or ſeeking to throw all Things upſide down by aveng- 
ing themſelves, they ſhould rather give place unto Wrath, N 4 
remembring that Vengeance G O D's, and that He will Com. Xii. 
repay. © They ſhould not be like devouring Vultures, or-“ 
rapacious Hawkes, or proud Peacocks, or croaking 
Crows; bur ſhould look upon the Natural Mildneſs 
of Doves, as their moſt becoming Ornamenr. And be- 
cauſe this is apt to go againſt the Grain, and is what 


none of themſelves can compals, but what muſt be the 


Gift of GO D, therefore are they earneſtly to beg of 
Him, That He would inſtruct and form them by his 
Holy Spirir, who deſcended upon their Lord and Ma- 
fter as a Dove: Thar' ſo being mindful ro whom they 
belong, they may help to make his Dove-like, Meekneſs 


. 


and Modeſty known unto all Men. 


Not to multiply Words in a plain Caſe : That we 
might not apprehend' that our Lord recommends, or 
would allow a fraudulent Craft, He adds, that we ſhould 
be Harmleſs as Deves, who are a Sort of Creatures that 
live peaceably and quietly under the Care of Divine 
Providence, even when they are on all hands expos'd. 
In imitation of them, if we would approve ourſelves 
rhe faithful Followers of tlie Meek and Holy JESUS, 
tho' we have many Enemies, yet ſhould we go on in 
the. Way of our Duty: And whatever Marks of their 
IIl-will we may be under, or whatever we may have 
reaſon farther to expect, we ſhould with Meekneſs and 
Tranquility commit ourſelves to the Care of Heaven in 
4 Way of Well-doing. As far as in us lies, we ſhould live 
peaceably with al Men. In the midſt of our Prudence, Rom. xii. 
we ſhould take care to maintain Mildneſs and Meekneſs. 18. 
We ſhould not needleſly offend any, either by our Words 
or Carriage. And we ſhould nor only be like Doves 
in Innoffenſiveneſs, bur we ſhould rake care rhar our 
way of eſcaping Dangers may be as inoffenſivè as theirs, 
R C'S . eſpecially; 
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* eſpecially when the Dangers are Perſonal. They owe 
their Safety to their Wings; and when they are purſu'd 
by Birds of Prey, endeavour to fave themſelves by flight, 
and not by fight. So alſo ſhould we, unleis where a due 
regard to the Common Safety, that is manifeſtly in ex- 
treme Danger, makes ſuch Methods neceſſary, as are 
not in themſelves ſo eligible. 


Having thus ſeen how far the Conformity to the Stan- 
dard my Text mentions is to go, and how far we are to 
learn Wiſdom of Serpents, and Harmleſineſs of Doves; 
ler us proceed, | f OD 


2. To Conſider, Where this Conformity is to ſtop, 
and what we are to avoid in the Imitation propos d, for 
fear of over- ſtraining, and running too far. It is the In- 
tention of this Admonirion, to put us upon ſtudying and 
aiming at a ſimple Prudence, and a prudent Simplicity. 
One of the Qualifications recommended, is defign'd to 
bound the other: And whenever we ſuffer either 9 them 
to over- run the other, we over- do. We are to avoid 
Extreams in this Imitation on both Hands. We are 
to be Wiſe as Serpents; and yer ſhould beware of imi- 
tating the Serpent in deceitful Subtlety. The Apoſtle 

4 Cor. xi. warns againſt this, ſaying; I fear leaſt by any Means, as. 
5 the Serpent heguiled Eve through hy Subtlety, ſo your Minds. 

a A be gorrupted from the Simplicity that is in Chriſt, 
Tis unhappy to be beguil'd by others thro' Serpentine 
Subtlety; but to be the Beguilers of others thro' Craft: 
and Deceit, is a Thouſand- fold worſe. If our Prudence 
degenerates into Subtlety, we fhall be but Devils in 
diſguiſe. And on the other-hand, we muſt alſo take 
heed, that our Innocence does not degenerate into Inacti- 
vity. Tho' we are to be Harmleſs as Doves; yet it does 
not follow, we are not to be zealous in a Good Cauſe. 
Gal iv. 18. Nay, St. Paul declares That it is good. co be ⁊ealauſbs 
| affected always in a e Thing, But then, that our Zeal 
may not become Wild- fire, it muſt, be govern'd by 
Koowledge,: Thar it may not do more hurt than good, 
it muſt be temper'd with Miſdom and Prudence. We 
are to be Harmleſs as Deves, and not ſtir till we are 


— 


call'd forth to Action: And Wiſe. as Serpents, that we 


f 


may be pv further active, than onr Cauſe, and our Calls, 


I 


K RE . 


oY * 
Innocence of the Dove. 9 


and our Motives will juſtify, We are to be Harmleſs. 
a Doves, and not go out of our Sphere: And Miſe as 
Serpents, that we may move rightly, and to the beſt Ad- 
vantage, within our proper Sphere of Activity. We muſt 
not be alrogerher like Doves, leaſt we fall into Extremi- 
ties which by Fore- ſight and timely Care might have 
been avoided; and become Uſeleſs to the Publick in 
a Time of Common Calamity and Diſtreſs, When all 
- 3 Hands ought ro be diligently at Work, to keep the 
2 4 Ship we fail in from being caſt- away in a Storm: Nor 
z; 3 ſhould we be altogether like Szrpents, leaſt we endanger: 
| | others, and become Inſtruments: of their Seduction, and 
Miſchief, and Ruin. Our Prudence ſhould, nor make 
us Timoroys, nor our Innocence Raſh. : We ſhould. en- 
deavour ſo to manage our Harmleſineſi, as that it may 
not expoſe us where our Call is not clear, and in that 
reſpect Miſdom may help us: And we ſhould endeavour 
ſo to manage our Miſdom, as thar it may not draw forth 
either our own or our Neighbour's. Corruption; in 
which . reſpe&t- our maintaining Innocence would be a 
conſiderable Guard to us. And this naturally leads me. 
to the Third Head of Diſcourſe propos'd, viz. 


III. The Connexion that is fix d between the Two 
Things here recommended; which are cloſely joyn'd. 
together, and ſhould never be pur aſunder. We are not 
to be ſatisfy d with being barely Viſe, or barely Harm. 
leſs ; but we ſhould be both iſe and Harmleſe, accord- 
ing to the Model that is, ſpecify d. They are both to 
be the joynt Objects of our Care and Endeayours., And 
upon Occaſion of the Connexion here fix'd between 
. 5 think it nar improper to make ſuch Remarks 
AS dhele : x 


F 1. There's not the leaſt real Inconſiſtency between 
the Two Things here connected, and joyntly recom- 
1 mended, The Wiſdom of the Serpent and Innocence of 
the Dove, may conſiſt very well together in the ſame 
Perſons without any interfering; or elſe our Lord had 
not ſo cloſely joyn d them in this Admonition. We, 
have all the Reaſon in the World to acquieſce in his 
Judgment, who made the minding both of them 3 part 
of his Charge. There are Caſes that offer, in * 
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18. 


Luke xvi. ſafely ſay 
Maſters. They draw different Ways. What One re- 


13. 


there's no ConjunCtion ; and an attempt of ir tends to 


Matt. vii. Confuſion. Thus, 4 good Tree cannot bring forth evil 


Fruit. There's ſuch an Inconfiftency in it, that we may 
it cannot be. And, Ye cannot ſerve Two 


* 
* 


uires and inſiſts upon, the other forbids. There's an 


Inconſiſtency in being ſway'd by both at once, they are 


ſo directly oppoſite. But nothing of that Nature can 
be pretended as to the Two Excellencies recommended 
in this Text. A Man may reach, and be eminent for 
both, without being at all inconſiſtent with himſelf, or 
varying from the Rule he ſhould walk by, or croiſing 
rhe End he ſhould aim ar. There's no Inconſiſtence be- 
tween Piety and Wiſdom. True Wiſdom is rather pro- 


moted than hindred by a Regular Piety. Nor is there 


any Inconſiſtency between Miſdom and Innocence. Should 
any One be that Way expos'd, yet is he not unwiſe. 
Should his Reputation as to Miſdom be on that account 
impair'd, he may yet have inward Peace and Satisfa- 
ction; the keeping which, is the trueſt Viſdom. Should 
a Man be applauded as iſe, upon ſacrificing his Inno- 
cence to his Intereſt ; yet will the moſt competent Judges 
paſs a different Cenſure, and he would expoſe himſelf 
to the Laſhes of his own guilty Mind, which true . 
dom would lead any One to avoid with the utmoſt Care. 
If Wiſdom and Innocence ſeem to elaſh ar any time, it 
muſt be owing to wrong Notions that are enterrain'd 
either of the one or the other of them: But if they are 
rightly underſtood, the more they are conſider d, the 
more evident will it be how well they conſiſt together. 


© 2. The Two Excellencies that are here fc 1 re- 


commended, not only conſiſt well together, but they 
may mutually help each other to appear with the great- 
er Luſtre. Tho' Piety without Prudence is too ſimple 
to be fafe, and Prudence withour Piery is roo ſubtle ro 
be good; yer Piety and Prudence joyn'd together, will 
conſiderably promote each other. When ſuch as are 
noted for the FV/:/dom ofthe Serpent, are at the ſame time 
remarkable for the Harmleſneſs of the Dove, tis a plain 
Evidence that their Inoffenſiveneſs is not from Incapaci- 
ty or Stupidity, but from Principle: And when they that 
are known to be Harmleſs as Doves,” are at the fame” 
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time iſe as Serpents, tis an Evidence that their Con- 
ſcientiouſneſs, is not from Timerouſneſs or Weakneſs, 
but from an hearty Concern to ſecure their main Inte- 
reſt. Wiſdom is the more commendable for being joyn'd 
with Innocence: And Innocence the more conſpicuous, 
and the more ſafe roo, for being joyn'd with Wiſdom. 
Both more effectually reach their proper Ends, when 
they are joyn'd together, than they could do when ſe- 
parated from each other. 


23. Both the Qualifications here recommended, are 
very needful for all Chriſtians, and peculiarly ſo for 
Miniſters. An Eminence in both, is not abſolutely 
needful; nor are both needful alike : Bur there are 


none bur what upon ſtrict Obſervation in the Courſe of 


their Lives, will find great need both of the Viſdom of 
the Serpent, and the Innocence of the Dove. A Man may in- 
deed approve himſelf to God as ſincere, if he keeps his 
Innocence, tho' he fails in Miſdom; or if while in the 
main he is prudent in his Conduct, he at ſome particu- 
lar Seaſons is leſs inoffenſive in his Carriage than he 
ſhould be, he does nor preſently forfeit the Character of 
an Upright Man: But no Man can ſo well avoid Snares 
and Dangers, nor ſo advantageouſly diſcharge his Dury, 
while there is a remarkable failure in either of them, 
as he might if both were duly minded; which is enough 
to prove both of them to be highly needful. If Vi, 
dom and Innocence be not joyn'd together, Prudence 
commonly turns into Craft and Guile; and Simplicity 
degenerates into Folly and Weakneſs: But an harmleſs 
Prudence, and a wary and cautious Innocence, are both 
ſo neceſſary, that we can't be defective in either, with- 
our being expos'd ; nor without expoſing in many Caſes 
our Profeſſion and Character roo, if the failure be re- 
markable. However, | | 


4. 'Tis eaſy to be obſerv'd, That tis no very common 


. 4 hing, for theſe Two Endowments to be joyn'd roge- 


ther. Tho' they are connected in my Text, yer they 


don't often meet in the ſame Perſons, in any conſidera- 


ble degree. Tis bur rarely that any Man is both emi- 
nent for Viſdom, and exactly Innocent. Neither now 
nor in Ages paſt; haye many been remarkable for the 
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-WWifdom of the Serpent, and the Harmlcſineſs of the Dove 
at once. Some ſuch indeed there have been, and I 
hope thefe till are ſome ſuch 4 bur they have been, and 
are bur few, if compar'd with thoſe with whom tis 
/orherwiſe. Some have hereupon been free in their 

Matth xi. Cenſures. But ſtill, Miſdom in juftify'd of her Children. 

19. | 


It hath been common in this Caſe toenquire, What is 
the Hindrance ? What the Occaſion, that God's uprighr 
Servants, that are hearty in his Intereſt, ſnould not more 
Frequently be eminent both for Wiſdom and Innocence too p 

And if a ſtrict Search be made, I conceive, it will 
be found ro ariſe ſrom ſeveral concurring Cauſes: For 

Men may truly have the Grace of GOD, and yer nor 
be very ſtrong in their Intellectuals, and ſo not be capa- 

ble of any great eminence in Wiſdom. And they may 

be very innocent, harmleſs, and innoffenſive, and yer not 
be aware how much 7/7ſdom in their Conduct would re- 
commend Religion, nor what other happy Conſequences 
might and would attend it. Sometimes it may unhap- 
pily fall out that ſuch as want not for Capacity, may 
unwarily have taken up Prejudices againſt the Wiſdom 
of the Serpent, as if it were mere Carnal Policy, a very 
| — Attainment, and to be avoided rather than 
purſud. And what wonder can it be, that there ſhould 
appear a remarkable failure, in a Qualification, to be 

eminent in which, is apprehended a Sin rather than a 

Duty; which is a Thing nor inconſiſtent with Integrity? 

But for the moſt part it's plain enough that Failures here 
ariſe from a want of due Application. For tho' tis not 
to be expected, that all ſhould be Viſe alike, or equal- 
ly earneſt in their Endeavours, yet it is hard to fix up- 
on any, but what upon ſuitable Application, with the 

Help of the Divine Bleſſing, that would not be [ 
might reach ſuch a Meaſure of Wiſdom for their Conduct, 

in the Stations which the Providence of GO D puts 

them into, as would keep them from any ſuch Failures 
as would be remarkable, or of pernicious Conſe-⸗ 

—_— | | 


| — { FS 5 7 2 : be 
However, it is not imworthy our Obſervation, That 
Almighty GOD ſerves very conſiderable Purpoſes, by 
Fermitting his Faithful Servants to labour under Defects 
ah - 70 | wm 


in ſuch Reſpects as theſe. They themſelves have herein 


always at hand. Fur, ſays the Apoſtle, if any of you lack Jam. i. +. 


fence taken ar thoſe defects in Miſdom, which are ſome- 


and imparrial, in ſearching and comparing, they might 
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a ſenfible Conviction of their own Dependence, and yet 
no Cauſe of Complaint, ſince there is a way of Relief 


Wiſdom, let him asg of God, that giveth to all Men liberally, 
and upbraideth not, and it ſhall be given him. Withal; the 
Continuance, the Succets, and the Credit of Chriſtianity 
in the World. is this Way evidently and convincingly ma- 
nifeſted to be from GOD, and his Power and Influence 
upon the Minds of Men. Had Wiſe Men generally fal- 
len in with the Goſpel of CHRIST, or heartily em- 
brac'd the Intereſt of Real Religion in the World, and 
adher'd ro and ſupported it, or been the Miniſters of 
ſpreading and recommending ir, there might have been 
zoom lefr for a Jealouſy and Suſpicion, as if our Religion 
had had ſomething of Human Artifice in it, or belonging 3 
to it: Bur when, as St. Paul obſerves, there are not many 1 Cor. i. 
wiſe Men after the Fleſh, any more than many mighty or 25, 27, 294 
noble that are called; but GOD hath choſen the fooliſh 31. 
Things of this World to confound the Wiſe 5 as no Fleſh can 
glory in by Preſence, but he that glories, upon any juſt | 
Grounds, muft glory in the Lord: So tis plain, as he alſo 1 Cor ii.. 
himſelf there argues, That the Faith of the hearty Com- 
pliers with the Goſpel, does not ſtand in the Miſdom of 
Men, but in the Power of GOD. And withal, GOD this 
Way puts others allo ro the Tryal, Whether or no they 
will heartily fall in with Religion, under a Conviction 
of its Intrinfick Worth, and the Evidence which ir 
has to ſupport it; or will. be diverted from it, by Of- 


11 ˙¹u T — — —— — 


times diſcernable in Pious Perſons, both Miniſters and 
People; while it is plain enough that the Cauſe of Re- 
ligion is not in reality in the leaſt affected with it, or 
the Evidence by which it is ſupported ar all abared: 
Some few Stumbling- blocks of this nature, an Infinite- 
ly Wiſe 60D has thought fir to leave, which He 
could eaſily have remov'd : Bur his not removing them; 
is no ground of juſt Impeachmenr ; no ſolid Objection 
againſt Religion. For if Men would be faithful, fair; 
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without much difficulty ger over them; they would 


have no influence; 
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2] . The Wiſdom of the Serpent, and 


And if ſuch Things as theſe, be but ſedately Conſt- 
der d, they may help ro abate our wonder, that ir 
ſhould not be ſo common as it were to be defir'd it ü 
might be, for the ſame Perſons, at the ſame time, to be : 
remarkable for that Viſdom and Innocence, which are in | 
the Text joyntly recommended. But, 
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5. We may farther obſerve, That when they are 
both joynq together in the ſame Perſons, tis very Hap- 
py. Ir is a Security ro themſelves, and it much re- 
commends Religion, when Miniſters and People are ar 
once eminent for the Miſdom of the Serpent, and the In- 4 
nocence of the Dove, Ir is not indeed an eaſy matter ro | 
arrive at an eminence in both: *Tis hard for ſuch as 
are intent on the Prudent Part, always to maintain their 
Innocence, without at all intrenching upon it: nor is it 1 
an eaſy Thing for ſuch as are habitually Harmleſs and | 
Ineffenſive, to forbear at fome times breaking in upon | 
the Rules of Prudence : Bur the Difficulty in this Caſe, | 
is abundantly compenſated by the happy Conſequences 
ariſing from ſuch a Conjunction. This is the Way to 
the rrueſt and moſt laſting inward Serenity and Peace ; 
and this renders Men Ornaments to their Profeſſion and 
Character, and Uleful in their Places and Stations, be- 
yond what could otherwiſe be expected. One that is 
merely Innccent and Inoffenſive, is liable to a great ma- 
ny Snares, which a Man of Prudence eaſily avoids, He 
may be ſtunn'd and puzzled with a great many Diffi- 
culties, which the other makes nothing of. And on the 
other hand, a Prudent Man is capable of bringing much 
more Glory to GOD, and doing much more Good to 
others, than One that is merely Harmleſs and Innocent, 
Bur ler a Man be both Prudent and Innocent, and he 
needs feat no Enemies; nothing need ſurprize him ; he's . 
prepar d for all Events, and never at a loſs: He has Eaſe 3 
in all Changes, and Comfort in the greateſt Troubles; 4 | 
he may ſtand his Ground in the moſt threatning Cir- 2 | 
cumftances to which he can at any time be reduc'd ; 
and many will have Cauſe ro bleſs G OD upon his 


Account. 1 t 
Laſtly,  ; 


Innocence of the Dove. 


— 


* I „ 4 


| Laſtly ; a Conjunction of Wiſdom and Innocence, may 
be peculiarly needful ar ſome certain Seaſons. Both 


are indeed needful ar all Times; but at ſome certain 


Times they may be peculiarly ſo. For there are cer- 
rain Seaſons, that may eaſily enough be obſervd, when 
it may in an eſpecial. manner be the Duty of ſuch as 
would approve themſelves to the Bleſſed JES US, to 
take care joyntly to maintain, both the iſdom of the 
Serpent, and the Innocence of the Dove, in themſelves, 
and in others too, as far as they are capable of contri- 
buring to ir. And upon a little Conſideration, I ap- 
prehend it will eaſily appear, That the Admonition in 
the Text, was particularly needful and proper, in the 
Time and Caſe of the Apoſtles of our Blefſed Saviour, 


to whom it was peculiarly given; and alſo in the Times 


in which we now live, and the Circumſtances in which 
we at preſent are. 


This Admonition in the Text, was (I fay) particu» 
larly needful and ſeaſonable in the Caſe of the Apoſtles, 
to whom it was peculiarly given. There was then great 
need of the Miſdom of the Serpent, and the Innocence of 
the Dove. It cannot be conceiv'd what could have been 
done to any Purpoſe without ir, is their Circumſtances. 


The Work they were call'd ro, the Difficulties and Op- 


poſition they were to meet with, the Tempers, the Spite, 
the Malice, the Vigilance, of thoſe they were to deal with, 


who were generally ſer againſt them to the laſt degree, 


and the Dangers to which they were on all hands ex- 
pos d, made it highly needful for them ro be both Miſ⸗ 


as Serpents, and Harmleſs as Doves. They were to go about 


the. World, and publiſh the Faith of a Crucify'd ] E- 
S US, and gain Converts for their Maſter; in which 
they could reaſonably expect no other, than that both 


Jews and Gentiles, Prieſts and Philoſophers, Princes and 


Common People, would make all poſſible Oppoſition 
againſt them, and give them all the Diſturbance they 
were able. Our Lord here gives them a very lively De- 
ſcription or Repreſentation of the Treatment they were 


to expect; telling them, That He ſent them forth as Sheep 
in the midſt of Nolves. He lets them know, Thar inſtead 


of being kindly entertain d, they were to expect to be 
5 | D 2 | torn 
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Luke xxi. 
15. 


Acts xvi. 
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tori and devour d, worry d and harraſs d. Thorp « are 
very feeble, and Wolves moſt rapacious Creatures: 
And they were as helpleſs, with reſpect to the Malice 
of their Enemies, as Sheep are with reſpect to the Aſ- 
ſaults of Wolves. In ſuch a Caſe as this, what could 
they have done without Miſdem and Innocence? Had 
they not maintain'd their Innocence, their Enemies would 
have had where with to charge them, without reproach- 
ing them, and would have run them down effectually, 
and there had been no room for Defence. And if 
they bad not been iſe as Serpenei, as well as Harm. 
leſs as Doves, the Cauſe they were engag d in would 
have ſuffer d at every Turn, and they d have been miſe- 
rably enſnar'd, and could not have maintain d their 
Ground. "The Bleſſed JESUS therefore, who em- 
ploy'd them as his Agents, herein undertook ro: ſupply 

aſſiſt tbem. He promiſes them his Spirit to em- 
_ them, and to direct and encourage them, upan 
all Occaſions. Within a Verſe or two of my Text, He 
gives them a Promiſe, That when they were delivered 
4 to ſuffer for his Sake, He would be with them. He 
bids them, take no thought, how or what they ſhould ſpeak, 
For, that, it ſhould be given them in that ſame Hour, what 
they ſrould ſpeak. And He elſewhere ingag d, to give 
them a Mouth and Wiſdem, which all their Adverſaries 
ſhould not be able to gain-ſay, nor reſiſt. He was herein 
very faithful ro his Promiſe, and perform'd it punctual» 
ly. And therefore we may obſerve that when St. Ste- 
Phen was call'd to argue with the Enemies of Chriſtiani- 
ty, about their Averſion and Oppoſition to ſo Divine 
an Inſtirution, tis declar'd, That they were not able to 
reſiſt the Wiſdom and the Spirit by which he Jpake. And 
it was * like allo in the Caſe of others. 8 


But ir muſt not be imagin d, That the peculiar need 
of the Hiſdom-and Innocence here recommended, is to 
be confin'd to the Apoſtles: Such a Conjunction i is as 
truly needful in our own Times. Never was there 
more need of a Conjunction of the Miſdom of the Ser- 

% with the Innocence of the Dove, than there is now. 


Matt. xvi. Our Lord JES-US, repreſents the diſcerning the Signs 


Je. 


of the Times, as the common Duty of his Faithful Ser- 


wan. We arg all bond: to ny the Times in which 
our 
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our Lot is caſt : Thar is, to compare the Circumſtances 


, | 7 


we are in with the Word of GOD, and the revealed 
Meaſures of his Government, that ſo. we may be dire- 


Cted in Duty, and preſerv'd from Danger; enabled to 


take Aim right, and prepared for all Events. We are 
told of the Children of Iſ/achar, That they were Men 


. that bad Underſtanding of the Times, to know what Iſrael 


ought to do. They knew the Times, with reference to 
their Duty; and ſo ſtudy'd the Signs of them, as to 


I Chron. 
xii. 32. 


make ſufficient Diſcoveries, and underſtand the Mo- 


ment and Exigence of Affairs, and what Conduct, Re- 
ſentments, and Expectations, were becoming. The 
were then in a very Critical Time. Some were for a 


hering to the Houſe of Saul, and others were for Da- 


vid, and others for ſtanding Neuter, hoping to make 
their Game of the Publick Confuſions. Theſe Men of 


Iſſachar, in the mean rime, tho' they were compara» 


| tively but a poor Handful of People, (and perhaps ſome 


deſpis d them the more for their Singularity too) Wil. 


ing the Mind of GOD, and the Notices of his W 
and the Circumſtances of Affairs, clearly diſcover'd nor 


only what was deſirable and becoming, but what was 


Matter of plain Duty; yea, what all their Friends, 
Brethren and Neighbours, what all the Kindom ought 
to do, in order to the approving themſelves to Almigh- 
ty GOD, and ſecuring the Common Safety, in an ha- 
zardous Juncture. And being fix d by Principle, no 


little Intrigues of Self-deſigning Men, no petty Inte- 


reſt of their own; no Artifices of ſuch as aim'd at Con- 


founding by Dividing them, were able to pervert or 


warp them, or prevail with them to alter their Mea- 
ſures : And they are hereupon deſervedly commended 
for their Viſdom. And really if it ever was requiſite, 
for ſuch as were heartily engag'd in GOD's Intereſt, ro 
endeavour to diſcern. the Signs of the: Times, and under- 
ſtand them, ſo as to know 6h — Iſrael ought ro do, it is fo 
now, If we do bur with any ſuitable Application, en- 
deavour to diſcern the Sigus of our Times, we ſhall find, 
that as Circumſtances ſtand at preſent. with us, no Ad- 
monition can be more Seaſonable, nothing can be 
more Neceſſary, than that both Miniſter; and People, 
mould now ſtir up themſelves, and endeavour to be 


Wiſe as Serpents, and Harmleſs a; Doves. ads 
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And this is what! hope to make you ſenſible of, in 
a few Words, preſently, when I have added ſome ge- 


neral Reflections upon Occaſion of the Premiſes '* And 


they are ſuch as theſe that follow. | 


1. It deſerves Obſervation, That they who vides 


formerly, or more lately, have given themſelves a Li- 


berty to Ridicule Chriſtianity upon account of ſuch 
Precepts as this in the Text, act Unreaſonably, and 
are much to blame. Some upon obſerving, that our 


Lord requird his Followers, when they were ſmitren 


on one Cheek, to turn the other; and when they were 
ſu'd for a Coat, to give their Cloak into the bargain; 
and when they were in the midſt of Wolves, ro be Wiſe 
as Serpents, and Harmleſs as Doves, have with great free- 
dom broke their profane Jeſts on ſuch Injunctions, as 
if they were monſtrouſly abſurd, and not reconcileable 
to Common Senſe. Bur if 'Men would bur give them- 
ſelves leave a'lirtle calmly to Conſider, they'd ſoon ſee 
that they acted in a Senſleſs manner in ſo doing, and 
that it was they that were guilty” of a great Abſurdity. 
There are none of theſe Preceprs of our Saviour, bur 
what may be fairly accounted for. What has now been 
ſaid, npon ' Occaſion of the Admonition in my Text, 
makes it appear reaſonable and needful; and a com- 
pliance with it Ornamental, Safe, and Comfortable, as 
odd as it may ſeem when firſt propos d. Tis an Em- 
blematical Inſtruction. The Emblems are very Natural. 
They may indeed be overſtrain'd ; but they are ſuffici- 
ently limited and guarded by their Conjunction. And 
what Maſters of Oratory, ever exeluded Figures and 
Alluſions! They that cavil and carp at ſuch Things, 


would, if they ſhould make Tryal, find it hard to pitch 
upon a Way of Inſtructing the Bulk of Mankind, that 


would anſwer the End, that was not liable to as great 
or greater Objections. en 

2. Upon rhe Account that has now been given, I 
dare appeal to all, Whether it would nor be a moſt hap- 
oy Thing, if this Admonition were but duly follow'd. 


What happy Families ſhould we have, what happy 
Towns and Cities, what happy Churches, yea, what 


an happy Kingdom would this be, if made up of oo 
ns | ons 
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ſons who took care to be Wiſe as Serpents, and Harmleſs 


as Deves ! Our Heats and Quarrels, would then ſoon 


vaniſh, and a general Love would ſucceed in their 


room. Our Fears would abate, and Grudges and Heart- 
burnings would ceaſe. We ſhould have no Thwarting, 
Undermining and Circumventing one another; no ſecrer 


Deſigns of Miſchief, cover'd over with Pretences of great 
Good. We ſhould rhen know how to underſtand one 
another, and where to have one another, and be ready 
ro help one another, and the Publick would be the bet- 
rer for all irs Members, and none would ever make a 
Prey of it. All would then keep their proper Places, 
and all would be general Bleſſings: And he that was the 
Wiſeſt and Beſt, would have the moſt Reſpect; and 
this Earth would become like ro Heaven itſelf. 


3. It ſhould not be forgotten, That if we look to 
the Carriage of our Bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles, we 
ſhall find my Text exemplify'd, which may at once both 
inſtruct and quicken us. If we take a conſiderate View, 
of our Bleſſed Saviour's Life, from the Beginnihg to 
the End of it, we ſhall find Miſdom and Innocence very 


conſpicuous in it, and plainly running thro' it in every 
Part. How Miſe and Harmleſs was He in the whole of 


his Conduct? Where can we find the leaſt failure? 


The Apoſtles alſo were very Exemplary, tho' they were 


not altogether free from Defects. Conſulting their Con- 
duct, as we have an Account of it in the Book of their 
Acts, and in their ſeveral Epiſtles, we may plainly ſee 


that a Compliance with the Rule in the Text, is a thing 


that is very poſſible, and that it makes the Lives of Men 
exceeding amiable: Tho ar the ſame time, from their 
Experience, tis eaſy alſo to obſerve, That even the moſt 
exquiſite Miſdom, and the compleateſt Innocence, will not 
preſerve from the bittereſt Cenſures, and the vehement 
Rage and Cruelty of a Malicious World. 


4. Conſidering the Premiſes, tis difficult to forbear 
crying out, Oh what pity 1s it. that Prudence and Honeſty 
ſhould ever be ſeparate! Their Conjunction is ſo amia- 
ble, and anſwers ſo many good Ends, that it is juſtly to 
be lamented they ſhould not be always joyn'd. Nothing 
can excule the attempting to divide them. What a 

| _ ſtrange 
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ſtrange thing is Subtlety and Craft without Honeſty f 
Does it nor make Men common Peſts, according to the 
extent of their Influence, and occaſion ſtrange Confuſi- 
on ? And what a weak thing is Honeſty, if it be ſepa- 
rated from Prudence? Is it not on all hands expos'd > 
Does it not make Men contemptible, and render their 
Character and Profcfiion as well as their Perſons ridicu. 
lous > The more we conſider the Nature of Things, the 
Stare of the World, or the Temper of Mankind, the 
greater will our Regret be, that F/iſdom and Innacence, 
mould nor generally meet in the ſame Perſons, and 


% 


ſhould ever be afunder. | 


5. Ir ought alſo ro trouble us, That as our Lord 
himſelf obſerves, the Children of tbis World, ſhould be 
wiſer in their Generation, than the Children of Light. Tho 
the Truth of rhe Obſervation is not to be call'd in que- 
ſtion; yet there is good Reaſon for our being heartily 
concern'd that there ſhould be ſo much Truth in it. 
For it is in reality very ſhameful, to ſee the Men of the 
World wiſer in their Way, and more mindful of their 
Intereſts, more earneſt in their Application, and more 
careful in watching the fitteſt Seaſons and Circum- 
ftances of Action, than we thar pretend ro be the Ser- 
vants of GOD are in the great Buſineſs of Religion, 
where the Things depending, are ſo incomparably more. 
momentous, and the Motives that ſhould ſway us, are 
infinitely ſtronger and more weighty. *Tis ſhameful ro 
find them Provident, Reſolute, Induſtrious, Unwearied 
and Regular, while we are comparatively, Careleſs, 
Slorhful, Cowardly, Impatient and Diſorderly. This is 
'no way firting. Tis a moſt uncomely fight. We are 
in Duty bound, as far as in us lies, ro take the ut- 
moſt Care that it may be other wiſe. But, 


6. Should any with whom we have a Concern either 
in publick or private Matters, out-wit us, and go be- 
yond us in the Subtlety of the Serpent, yet it ſhould be our 
Endeavour that they may never out-do us in Innocence 
and Honeſty. If they are more like Serpents than we, ler 
us be more like Doves than they. If this be our Care, it 
will be our Comfort under all Events. We may then 
have Peace in out own Minds, whatever marks 4 — 3 
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Wiſdom than can be temper'd with Innocenèe; and alſo 
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approve themſelves F/iſe in their Conduct. Both are 
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been ſuggeſted, and may arid ſfiould be excited to take 
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ſeven times hotter than it would otherwiſe be. And 


then, 


Laſtly; Whatever others do; let us thake this Text 
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deayour to be Wiſe as Serpents, and Harmleſs as Doves + 
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cceſsful. Let us not look upori this Admonition with 


ceply , concern'd in ir. Let us not run ourſelves into 
Danger, if we can avoid it with ſafety to our Con- 
ſciences : And yet let no proſpect bf Danger tempt us 


| FEE bur act as Pefſons that reckon ourſelves 


tp deſert our Principles, or do any thing that is mea 


or baſe, or unbecoming our Holy Profeſſion. 


The very Cotifiderarion of the Times we live in,ſhould 
— 2 quicken us td the greater Care. For there are 


our Things eafily diſcernable in the preſent Times, 
that mia 5, reiz . needful; and they are theſe: 
orrid Wickedneſs, 


ind a Viſible (and 1 hope the laſt) Struggle, fot the Re- 
ving the Papal Intereſt, and the extinghtiſtiing the Re- 


formation, in theſe Parts of the World. And if = 


Things are evident; ro fiich as zive way to. alm a 
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tions, that makes the Timer Perilous. He ſeems to ive 
a natural Deſcription of our very Times. For 857 
there ever -more Atheiſm, Irreligion and Frofan 
It is the Ob ervat ion of Bede, That the Ancient 45 
a little before, 885 Destruction by the Saxon, were ar. 
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wents? Certainly then, Now if euer, we ſhould, 


yy as Serpents, and | al 4% Doves, that we may 
not 


log. 


as awd kc... 1.4 tt ow? A VG nd @ R#mwo_ 


rr , OT, AI 


er ee eee eee W ys nn 0 9 0 


and as unconcerng, as if the 


—— 


— ” 
* i) Ws oe 4 _ — 
. 


3¹ 
If ug 


not inflame the common Reckoning; bur r 
Nd ia 


no farther) has had moſt woful' 


o 
- * ” 


TY) wire we wot re arc > ee 


3. There is a General Security. Moſt of us are aſleep; 
Bitterneſs of Death was 


2 zZ k I X paſt, 


1 
„ —— 


i 
: 
7 
N 
0 
17 * 
$ 11 
td 
& 
Fil 
1} 
1 
| * 
1 


— o 2 5 bo — — — — — — 
— . — ine ai, A — — * At "4 - — 2 A S = 
p — "Ut n Y Tag "4 — — 
x . ——p _— 5 - — = — SL = . — * 
r 23 7 - — or: "ERS, "= 32 £ = = © — — — == = * ns == 
3 & a= — 8 *. — . ² 0D OE. LES — —. — - — EM T 2 * 
1 : — = — BY 5 : 9 = > SID 2 9 * 


e 


1 ESE Sean 


— omen SE — — . L — 
5 __ 2 * 9 * — 
1 x * 7 * 
2 : ; 
: 


2 — —— — * 
— — 


r 
— Ar 
45 dem 2 


— — 
ä — oem 
— es Bm 
i "<-x 7 


— 


234 
m_ 


— —é — 


E F <>" ET Ar x 


"a 


pigs = Cuts — — 
2 %% ²˙ Aw eo i 


o 
— — — 
w_ 
<—_—_— 2 
—_——_ 2 


23 2 
* 


"I "Ts [he dom 7 the Sei 


— — 1 — As te ene a 


—— d en Be 
F ; — a . cones ** 71 r 5 
0 * » of bo * q K 8 


— 


"and N were no Dang! © Xena We are 


en comparatively unmoy digt 4 mities of our ' 
Brethren and co or Kid their © Di - 
Kreſſes co , we are not affected. with many 


4 e es e ien we for Tome "time have 
Dorn upehn e, 4 bar can foo Vue e 
us then temember, That the Old Worl ver run 


with Security, and ſoof after it Was cover d with the Dee 


luge. Sodom was ſecure, and then l Aſnes 
9 75 Shower 12 e Ke 5 Sect 

| is very often 0 w adgments. 
New therefore if ever, t us 82 7 ur 77 25 and r 
mom AF Poway vs e may be prepa 


coming u e eee 
iz MT is 421 O Hue u 1 Na N a 5 
Re; And Lan, . is; Abd is 11 26 bs; «Viſible, 


Struggle for the Revivil' bf hte Papa Preh where it 
was thought®to- e Fländ for the 
extin guiſhing” the Reformiazivn in thele*Parrs' of the 
World. Nothing can” be manifeft than' this is 
_— Kad ic fs roo VIABIS allo zr Hoe, There are 
Bigines at Work! Gut Buemies have many Ad- 
Ge e and chey are Yor keen oye them: 
read of Pope Fopety is id a gfeat mea lite” Wofp off. 
We betzin to entettäih moete füdontable Thoughts of it. 
There's 4. gfrat hanke fing #fter the Garfek and Onions 
of Rp an N 'forignels ; "of 8 once 
more under a Y oke of Bondage, G erefore 
if ever, \ſticuld We e N and Hiurmleſs ic, 
Doves, that i we! may net dd te The Common Payg® 
nor give” advantage to thoſe" thar ſeek fr or 


25 


That we may be fitted For © Triale before dl Tome, 
— Paichfu! in them when . 1 — 1 * n 
42057 1183 £9 en ; * 1 | 
Now the God 4 be, % Ehn Mere rams, that wg 
man all ia -the Adr given ; w Fins be e, 
to hi Gli, and much Wee * Ro FARE eh 


W l an, 
2 11 a IH TS | 1 Hel j 
; * 2 ode 26 SEM YES 5 12:30 2 00 3 


N 
# 


2 * 
* — 4 ®* | « 1 _ 
. p A * S8 1 2. * 7 —_— £0 ba 
* 7 4 2 4 3 . Ry * #3-2% — *Y 1 * A 1 
.. . , " 
j 4; 2 * 
+ EE 


U 


” 


+ 
1 


2 8 
| . 
21 tizzQ ! 3 
5 5 
WEE! 
* 


- 

— 1 

8 9 1 5 x 4 g 
* 1 


tes cne 2 3 
25 


1 
9 . We IF 11 
8 ee . hd Hort ad Kenne - P20 2 1 


; wk . 5 ; 1 5 * 2 4 * * 9. 4.46 2 ; EY : — e t I * 5 a bh 
Fa [ded ] e % as Thet 2 an ue e e ng alle fa: *as_ «„ exe 2 6 


